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a properly completed claim form must 
be received before any salary offset can 
be taken. The notice should identify 
specifically what is needed from the re-
questing agency for the claim to be 
processed. 

(2) Complete claims. If the claim proce-
dures in paragraph (a) of this section 
have been properly completed, deduc-
tion will begin on the next established 
pay period. EPA will not review the 
merits of the creditor agency’s deter-
minations with respect to the amount 
or validity of the debt as stated in the 
debt claim form. EPA will not assess a 
handling or any other related charge to 
cover the cost of its processing the 
claim. 

(c) Employees separating from EPA be-
fore a debt to another agency is col-
lected—(1) Employees separating from 
Government service. If an employee be-
gins separation action before EPA col-
lects the total debt due the creditor 
agency, the following actions will be 
taken: 

(i) To the extent possible, the balance 
owed the creditor agency will be liq-
uidated from subsequent payments of 
any nature due the employee from EPA 
in accordance with § 13.22(1); 

(ii) If the total amount of the debt 
cannot be recovered, EPA will certify 
to the creditor agency and the em-
ployee the total amount of EPA’s col-
lection; and 

(iii) If EPA is aware that the em-
ployee is entitled to payments from the 
Civil Service Retirement and Dis-
ability Fund or other similar pay-
ments, it will forward a copy of the 
claim form to the agency responsible 
for making such payments as notice 
that a debt is outstanding. EPA will 
also send a copy of the claim form to 
the creditor agency so that it can file 
a certified claim against the payments. 

(2) Employees who transfer to another 
Federal agency. If an EPA employee 
transfers to another Federal agency be-
fore EPA collects the total amount due 
the creditor agency, the following ac-
tions will be taken: 

(i) EPA will certify the total amount 
of the collection made on the debt; and 

(ii) The employee’s official personnel 
folder will be sent to the new paying 
agency. (It is the responsibility of the 
creditor agency to ensure that the col-

lection is resumed by the new paying 
agency.) 

Subpart D—Compromise of Debts 
§ 13.24 General. 

EPA may compromise claims for 
money or property where the claim, ex-
clusive of interest, penalty and admin-
istrative costs, does not exceed $20,000. 
Where the claim exceeds $20,000, the 
authority to accept the compromise 
rests solely with DOJ. The Adminis-
trator may reject an offer of com-
promise in any amount. Where the 
claim exceeds $20,000 and EPA rec-
ommends acceptance of a compromise 
offer, it will refer the claim with its 
recommendation to DOJ for approval. 
The referral will be in the form of the 
Claims Collection Litigation Report 
(CCLR) and will outline the basis for 
EPA’s recommendation. EPA refers 
compromise offers for claims in excess 
of $100,000 to the Commercial Litiga-
tion Branch, Civil Division, Depart-
ment of Justice, Washington, DC 20530, 
unless otherwise provided by Depart-
ment of Justice delegations or proce-
dures. EPA refers offers of compromise 
for claims of $20,000 to $100,000 to the 
United States Attorney in whose judi-
cial district the debtor can be found. If 
the Administrator has a debtor’s firm 
written offer for compromise which is 
substantial in amount but the Admin-
istrator is uncertain as to whether the 
offer should be accepted, he may refer 
the offer and the supporting data to 
DOJ or GAO for action. 

§ 13.25 Standards for compromise. 
(a) EPA may compromise a claim 

pursuant to this section if EPA cannot 
collect the full amount because the 
debtor does not have the financial abil-
ity to pay the full amount of the debt 
within a reasonable time, or the debtor 
refuses to pay the claim in full and the 
Government does not have the ability 
to enforce collection in full within a 
reasonable time by enforced collection 
proceedings. In evaluating the accept-
ability of the offer, the Administrator 
may consider, among other factors, the 
following: 

(1) Individual debtors. (i) Age and 
health of the debtor; 

(ii) Present and potential income; 
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